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SPRING 2009

Newsletter

MISSION STATEMENT:

The Frederick Law Ol msted Society
for Riverside for generations to
for humanity, nature, sense of community and the innovative and thought
essence of his work. The Olmsted Society invites residents and visitors to |
in learning, protecting the environment, and preserving our cultural and phy
cal heritage.

The Book Corner: Notes on the Olmsted Collectio
by Jane Kunka

Library Committee New Acquisitions:

The Library Committee recently pur
This book has been sought after for many years, but has been out of print, 3
isting copies were prohibitively expensive. This volume represents an authe
text as printed by the original publisher. The current publisher is Biblio Baza
LLC. Their goal is publishing works that are culturally important, and makin
them available at a reasonable cost.

Ol msted named many of Riversideo
enced him. Many were mentioned in the Olmsted Papers, e.g. Repton, Lou
Shenstone, Uvedale Price, Audubon, etc. Mark Akenside was not mentione
Ol msted, but his most famous poem,
in the 18th century remained very popular in the 19th, and was widely read.

This volume opens with a brief biography of Akenside with critical remarks g
his work. Akenside was born in England in 1721 at Newcastle Upon Tyne.

son of a butcher, he studied for the pulpit, but later changed his mind and st
medi ci ne. He earned a doctoro6s de
of the Royal Society and the College of Physicians. He wrote poetry from g
early age. Mar k Akensidebds poetry
tury readers.

ARThe Pleasures of the I maginationg
With what attractive charms this goodly frame
Of Nature touches the consenting hearts

Of mortal men; and what the pleasing stores
Which beauteous imitation thence derives
To deck the poetds or the painterd
My verse unfolds.
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www.olmstedsociety.org

The Frederick Law Olmsted
Society Of Riverside

NEWSLETTER

SPRING 2009

Founded in 1968, the Frederick Law
Olmsted Society of Riverside is a ro
profit organization dedicated to the
preservation and restoration of the
original village plan, developed in
1868 by landscape architect Frederi
Law Olmsted and his partner Calver

ested individuals. Annual MemberslH
is available for a $25.00 (tax deducti
ble) contribution.

Officers

President: Kimberly Jacobs
Vice President: Tim Ozga
Treasurer: Theresa Pelletier
Secretary: Cindy Kellogg
Committees

Architecture: Sander Kaplan
Thomas Jacobs

Fourth of July: Sander Kaplan

Housewalk: Constance Guardi, Kim-|
berly Jacobs, Theresa Pelletier

Landscape: Cindy Kellogg, Holly
Machina

Library: Jane Kunka, Joanne Keefe
Long Range PlanningLonnie Sacchi

Membership:Joanna Beaumont, Tim|
Ozga

Newsletter: Chandra Reynolds

Tours/Education: Tony Pecelunas,
Lonnie Sacchi,

Website: Kevin Hicks
Honorary Directors: Ted Smith,
Mike Delise, Geri Tauber

sted Society of Riverside
PO Box 65, Riverside, lllinois 60546

Vaux. Membership is open to all intgr-
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A Letter From The President
By Kim Jacobs

Every so often, our attention is called to a local preservation issue of great
importance.The Arcade Building, in the center of our village, is facing an
uncertain future.

Ol mstedds original plan called for
needs.The partner of Calvert Vaux, Frederick C. Withers, was hired by the
Riverside Improvement Company in 1871 to design the Arcade Building (as
well as the Riverside Presbyterian Church, which has been much altered, but
| digress.) At the timejarper's Weeklylescribed Withers as "a man of ex-
ceptional talent . . . insistent upon an adherence to the highest ideals . . .
[and] no lack of imagination.The Olmsted Collection at the Riverside Li-
brary has several books about Withers, one of which tells the story about the

birth of the Preservat i@dldyemughehae nt
very genesis of this movement involved the saving g*
Withersodéd building, t he R N Me
New York City!

T &
With the arrival of spring, the winter related threats t X
the abandoned Arcade Building are temporarily beh
us, but the neglect, lack of ownership, and exposure "
the elements continue to wear onAtccording to pub-
lished reports, the ownership currently is in limbo be
tween the receiver and the mortgage holder. Frederick C. Withers
This past fall, FLOS Board member Aberdeen Ma&blga tirelessly worked
toward drawing attention to the fate of this historic building by applying to
two endangered building lists, one by the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, and the other by Landmarks lllinoi&ccording to the Landmarks IL
website, AThe purpose of the O6Ten |

threatened by deterioration, lack of maintenance, insufficient funds, or inap-
propriate devel opment Since the pr
ties have been identified on the endangered list, calling attention to statewide
resources i n neandmadks IL wilFrbe aneouncigtits 16 n . ¢
Most Endangered List on April 28ti8hould the Arcade make the list, it

would create desired publicity and ensure that preservation minded buyers
would learn of its current predicameriopefully, positive action would

soon follow.

On to the pragmaticWe find that a significant amount of money, gener-
ously donated by you through your membership support, is spent on paper
and postage, in lieu of programs supporting our core missiotiis day and
age, with all the technology available to asdwith a fantastic new website
www.olmstedsociety.orca quarterly newsletter mailing is a waste of

1. paper, resulting in less trees,

2. money, which we could be spending on more TREES!

Continued on Page 4


http://www.olmstedsociety.org

Frederick Law Olmsted Society
Landscape Workday

Please celebrate Earth Day & Turn Off Week & Arbor Day by helping to weed & maintain a landmark of

Riverside orSaturday, April 25", 2009 9am 12pm

The Scottswood Common

The Riverside Public Works Department & the Riverside Frederick Law Olmsted Society have teamed up ir
2009 to help beaut i Sopttswood/Gomnson & thed_sngopranioiserve as pha bagks .
bone of Riversideds | andscape architecture. Bott

way to downtown Chicago. Frederick Law Olmsted designed these parks to provide changing vistas

for bot

pedestrians & vehicles. His plan can be better realized by reducing shrub overgrowth & eliminating weeds.

Join us as we tame, and then maintain your public parks of Riverside.

Future Workdays:

Scottswood Common: May"® October 3rd

Longcommon & Downing triangle: May 80June 18, July 18" & October 24
Along Riverside Road: August"8August 29, September 2& November 14

All workdays are scheduled f&@aturdays from 9am12pm. Look for the Riverside Public Works dump
truck. Come for an hour or three, whatever your schedule allows. Supervised children are welcome.
hour credits are available. Bring your favorite work gloves & a water bottle. All other supplies & snac
be provided.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact:

Holly Machina or Cindy Kellogg, Olmsted Society Landscape Committee Chairpersons
landscape@olmstedsociety.ang44 #0226 orwww.olmstedsociety.org

Mike Collins, Riverside Forestemcollins@riverside.il.usr 4423590 ext. 502

Volunteers spreading mulch on Scottswood Common at the Saturday morning workday in March.

Service
ks will
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